Appl.No. 10/069710 
Filed: July 1 5, 2002 
Group Art Unit: 3685 
Confirmation No.: 3993 

In the Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
1.-78. (Cancelled) 

79. (Currently amended) A payment method comprising: 

receiving an order from a customer for a prepaid voucher; 

said order specifying a selected one of a plurality of subscriber retailers: 

said pre-paid voucher including voucher information identifying the selected subscriber 

retailer: 

receiving payment from said customer for said prepaid voucher via a computer network; 

generating said prepaid voucher in response to receiving said order and said payment: 

generating a token associated with said prepaid voucher: 

associating said token with said prepaid voucher in a database; 

ind icating an unus e d s tatus -o f said prepaid vou ch er in said databa se? 

receiving a request for validation of said prepaid voucher from a redemption point, said 
request including said token; and 

eo n llrrnin g -s aid unus ed-stalus-by-said da taba se w irifr-a-q^er^ includi 
comparing said token in the request against the token associated with the prepaid voucher in the 
database . 
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80. (Currently amended) The payment method of claim 79 ; further comprising: 

providing a validation of said prepaid voucher to said redemption point in response to 
eenfir ming s ai d un used-stems a positive result of said comparison . 

8 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 80, further comprising: 

receiving a notification of use of said voucher from said redemption point in response to 
providing said validation; and 

indicating a used status redemption of said prepaid voucher in said database in response 
to receiving said notification of use. 

82. ( Previously presented) The method of claim 79, further comprising: 

said order being received from said customer via the a computer network. 

83. (Canceled) 

84. (Canceled) 

85. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79 ? wherein said generating said prepaid 
voucher includes providing fields of an image of a retail gift voucher including voucher 
information identifying said selected subscriber. 

86. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79, further comprising: 
delivering said prepaid voucher to a recipient via postal service. 

87. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79, further comprising: 

delivering said prepaid voucher to said recipient via electronic mail. 
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88. (Previously presented) The method of claim 79, wherein said token comprises a 
randomly generated token. 

89. (Currently amended) An electronic commerce payment system comprising: 

means for receiving an order from a customer for a prepaid goods/sen-ices item; 

said order specifying a selected one of a plurality of subscriber retailers: 

means for receiving payment from said customer for said prepaid voucher via a computer 
network; 

means for generating said prepaid voucher in response to receiving said order and said 
payment; 

said pre-paid voucher including voucher information identifying the selected subscriber 

retailer; 

means for generating a token associated with said prepaid goods/services item: 
means for associating said token with said prepaid goods/services item in a database: 

means for receiving a request for validation of said prepaid goods/services item from a 
redemption point, said request including said token; and 
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means for comparing said token in the request against the token associated with the 
prepai d voucher in the database ew Tirming said-wit*se4^tes-b\^ 

l-l^Xi - 1 IU 1 1 lltUCil lit 1 £\ LLt-Xl^ 

90. (Currently amended) An electronic commerce payment system comprising: 

a computer network in communication with at least one database storing a list of 
subscriber retailers; 

a website in communication with said network; said website configured to receive a 
customer order for a voucher from at least one of a plurality of subscribing retailers and to 
receive payment from said customer for said voucher: 

said website in communication at said at least one database storing a list of said 
subscribing retailers wherein the customer order specifies a selected one of the subscribing 
retailers : 

said website configured to cause generation of said voucher in response to said payment, 
and storage of information descriptive of said voucher in association with a token in said at least 
one database wherein said voucher includes voucher information identifying the selected 
subscriber retailer(s) ; 

said at l e ast on e data b ase in cl ud i ng a us ed&m*se4-ste tes i ndicator -assoemt^- with said 
token: and 

a redemption system configured to communicate an indication of whether said voucher 
has been redeemed sai d used unused -states to a subscribing retailer in said list of subscribing 
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retailers in response to an inquiry from said subscribing retailer, said inquiry including said 
token. 

91 . (Currently amended) The system of claim 90. further comprising: 

said redemption system configured to ea use said u s ed/unus e d statu s t o indicate 
redemption use of said voucher in response to said inquiry. 

92. (Currently amended) The system of claim 9 1 „ further comprising: 
said inquiry descriptive of a partial use of said voucher; and 

said redemption system configured to eause" s aid usc d' unu r » c d -stoHtiHo indicate said 
partial use of said voucher in response to said inquiry. 

93. (Previously presented) The system of claim 90, further comprising: 

a payment system in communication with said network, said payment system configured 
to approve said payment. 

94. (Previously presented) The system of claim 90, further comprising: 

said at least one database including voucher image data for said voucher; and 

said website configured to cause generation of a voucher image associated with said 
voucher in accordance with said voucher image data. 

95. ( Previously presented ) The system of claim 95, further comprising: 

said voucher image is associated with each of said plurality of subscribing retailers. 
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96. (Previously presented) The system of claim 95. further comprising: 

said website configured to receive a beneficiary designation for said voucher from said 
customer and to cause delivery of said voucher to said beneficiary. 
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